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MYSTIC — Is there a publie
}ri'ght-of-‘.vay to the river at the
] ifont of Isham St. or isn't there?
| Stonington  Selectman® Edward
:C. Coogan, Sr., s Mystic resi-
-dent, has asked the town attorney
‘for a legal opinion on the ques-
,Hon.
| Ever since Mystic Seaport
tbought property south from its
former boundaries to take in part,
of the Isham and Bay Sts. water-
front, people on the east side
have heen asking thae guestion,
‘Coogan’ said,
' Me has received so many in-
rquiries since the start of warm
weather that several months ago
he brought the matter fo the at-
tention of Town Atty. John F.
Gallagher.

Although  Atlorney Gallagher
‘recently resigned, Coogan said
‘his report is expected at this
week’s Board of Selectmen meel-;
ing. :
“For years, long hefore my-
time, Mystic people have Iauncheg
and tied up their boats there, It,
was generally understood to he a'
public right-of-way,” Coogan said. !
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Isham St. Right-of-Way
Raises General Question

The seleciman feels strongly on :
the matier of public access ta',
the water, ) li

He intends to press for a town-
wide survey 1o delermine where f
historic righis-of—way, are jocated.

Over the years many lanes .of
egress fo the waler have beenl
closed to the public, he said, somei
through action of neighboring

)
property owners, others throughl
lack of identification, |

“The town of Stonington is his-
torically a seafaring community.
It seems to me a shame that
eath year the ways to reach the,
water without resorting to & com-i
mercial facility gel fewer and|
fewer,” Coogan declared. e }
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